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During March 1953 sbout 30,000 Chinese Communist troops passed through the
Wuhen iailwa.y station enroute from Northeast China to Central and South
China.* During March large gquantities of military supplies and arms were
moved from Hankow by rail to the Northeast.

On 5 March the Army Service Depprtment and the Ordnance Department of the
Supply and Service Command, Centrel and South Chine Military Area, began
to transfer their offices and personnel from Hankow to Canton.2 This
trensfer was the first phase in the relocatlon of the entire command to
Canton. The transfer for all units was to be completed before 31 March
1953. An office was to be established in the Hankow area to handle any
unfinished matters after the transfer.
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The return of a veteran army' of the L Field Army from Korea to Sou
China would not be an unexpected development. However, avallable -

information fails to indicate that any U Field Army units have withdrawn

from Xorea since the return of the 42 Army in late 1952 or early 1953.

The possibility remains that the troops reported here elther were not

4 Field Army units (an unlikely assumptiong or thet they were moving

from Northeast China without ever having been committed in Korea.

Until recently,available information tentatively listed the 55, 56,

end 57 Armiee in Northeast Chine. | hovever, as a result 25X1A
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of a reassessment, these armies were dropped from Chinese Communist order

,°t battle assessments. Finally 25X1A

i reported the recruitment of militia troops
into field force units in Northeast China in early 1953; the possibility
exists therefore: that some new of reconstituted unit wes thus formed
in Manchuria.

. T 2514

¢ Center of the Central and South China Military Area
and of the i Field Army vas moved from Hankow to Canton in the summer of
1952, some parts of the Supply and Service command remained at Hankow.
m_. The transfer of Central and South China Military
ea s units to Canton is apparently proceeding gradually.
, listed those Central

and South China Militery Area schools sc to remain in the
Wuhan area.

Approved For Release 2002/01/03 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001800290001-0



